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my experience in " circles " lias been that the impos-
ture was too gross to deceive a person of ordinary
intellectual power. The two cases which I have
related in the foregoing pages are the only ones in
which I have ever been able to find the color of an
identification, and of the probability of this I leave
the reader to judge. More on the internal than
on the external evidence, I consider the probability
in the two cases narrated to be in favor of the iden-
tity ; beyond that I am unwilling to go.

Of the actuality of a disembodied and individual
being which, for want of more intelligence of its
nature, we call a " spirit," I have no more doubt than
I have of my own embodied and individual existence.
If, to my philosophic and skeptical critics, this is an
indication of intellectual weakness, and excites con-
tempt of my faculties, I cannot help it. I will be
honest with myself and the world, have the courage
of my convictions, and take the consequences ; and
I am of the opinion that, if all the cultivated minds
which, having studied the subject, agree with me
in my conclusions were to be as frank as I am,
there would be a large body of witnesses in accord
with me. If the inference of a disembodied intelli-
gence, as the source of such phenomena, is difficult
of acceptation, that of fraud and collusion is inad-
missible, and that of hallucination more difficult than
that of the spiritual origin. Of the different hypo-
theses, then, I take that which seems the most satis-
factory one in view of the ascertained facts. But
"seeing is believing," and I can fully appreciatehed to devote myself.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